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SENATORSPEAKS
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ed,” he said. Regulation was made the job

Pryor said he remained
The law that did pass had three impor-
tant provisions, he said. First, it created a
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- “We had a half-dozen cases against

(payday lenders),” he said. “Where prac-
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IRAQ
Pryor said Iraq continued to be the
largest and most immediate problem for
Congress and the president.

“The good news is that the soldiers are
xb mﬁ-astruchn‘eand:ldmolsano(}
cmm!ryn genmg some elements

democracy,” he said.

standthatﬂ)eUs.comn_xiﬁmtoftrdops
is not open-ended. .
“The problem with Bush’s Iraq ration-

ale—it didn’t prove very sound regarding -

weapons of mass destruction. The connec-
honmthAlandalsd:spmvm,butﬂ:e
bottom line, we're there, we have to
wm.tohe]p
m]lyw:shwedbeaxmrepmmt
upfront,” he said, “then we’'d have ended
up with a broad-based eoalition.”
"More than 2,000 US. soldiers have
died,” said Pryor. “The chickens are com-

" ing home to roost.™

As:ts,ﬂxeh‘afpcomuhnmmsﬂawed,
he said. The Shiites are the winners, the
Sunnis and the Kurds the losers.

Of former Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’'Connor’s contention that
‘hostile criticism of that and other courts by
former Senate Majority Leader Tom
De[ﬁ]yJ RTex., and other right-wing
Republicans has moved the country

toward a dictatorship, Pryursmdthe]m:h—
dary needs to protect the Constitution.

He alluded to experts who have said
1hat the executive branch is always the
greatest threat to the Constitution and lib-
esties granted within, followed by the
Congress with the judicial branch the least
threatening of the three.

. MAIJOR SHIFT

“This is probably going to bea good
year -at the ballot box for Democrats,”
Pryor said of the 2006 midterm elections.

He said Democrats should pick up
seats and even control of one or both

houses of Congress, as well as several gov-
emorships, the one in Arkansas among
them. -

" But, he warned, anger or dissatisfac-
tion with President George W. Bush and

.t‘hewansnotenough.

““The Democratic challenge. .people
need reasons to vote for us,” he said.

“We're starting to see that crystallize with °
the Democrats,” he said. .

Pryor wes critical of Bush’s FEMA
director, Michael Chartoff, who, he said, -
onrdered $800 million worth of the wrong -
kind of trailers and now can't move them *
to relieve hurricane victims unless FEMA
wawsxtsownnﬂesaboutputungmobile;
homes in a flood plain. 5

nyurwdFEMAshmldhaveordﬂed~
travel traflers thet could be set up ina:
myaxdandwsﬂypluggedintotheelqc%;

Pryor said Chartoffs FEMA was nof -
prepared in the way President Bilt:
Clinton’s FEMA director, James Lee Witt; .
‘was when responding to emergencies. - -

Pryorsaid he and Cong. Mike Ross had -
filed a bill ordering FEMA to waive it5-
flood-plain restriction and get the trail-.
els—n,oooofﬂmnarestoredatﬁope—:
where displaced victims could use them.-™



